WHY DOES SISTERS INSIDE SAY THE PRISON SYSTEM IS RACIST

Aboriginal Women
The prison system is a microcosm of Australian society and that means Aboriginal women in prisons are subject to the same history of bias and inequality as Aboriginal peoples in society. Without recognition of this discrimination and a dedicated approach to redressing the results of this discrimination, especially within the criminal justice and correctional system the following situation will continue:

· Aboriginal women now represent approximately 30% of the total population of imprisoned women, yet they are less than 3% of the population of Queensland.

· The over representation is all the more pronounced among prisoners classified as maximum security, where Aboriginal women usually represent anywhere from 40 to 60% of the maximum security population. More often than not, this is  as a result of a classification system that penalises them for social and community deprivations beyond their control.
· Aboriginal women are less likely to be released into the community on conditional release than are non Aboriginal women. Job training programs and education opportunities are seldom geared to the specific needs of Aboriginal women.

Culturally and Linguistically Diverse Women

Women who do not speak English as their first language and have no access to information in their own language which includes their rights, legislation or day to day processes in prison.  There is no access to programs and education due to language barriers. They rarely move from maximum security due to no English. 

